
 

 

 

We, The International Indigenous Peoples Forum on Climate Change (IIPFCC), 

Welcome the references on Indigenous Peoples  ́right as well to our Indigenous 

Peoples Traditional Knowledge;  

Preamble of The Paris Agreement, 

Acknowledging that climate change is a common concern of humankind, Parties 

should, when taking action to address climate change, respect, promote and 

consider their respective obligations on human rights, the right to health, the 

rights of indigenous peoples, local communities, migrants, children, persons with 

disabilities and people in vulnerable situations and the right to development, as 

well as gender equality, empowerment of women and intergenerational equity,  

Article 7, paragraph 5, 

1. Parties acknowledge that adaptation action should follow a country-driven, 

gender-responsive, participatory and fully transparent approach, taking 

into consideration vulnerable groups, communities and ecosystems, and 

should be based on and guided by the best available science and, as 

appropriate, traditional knowledge, knowledge of indigenous peoples and 

local knowledge systems, with a view to integrating adaptation into 

relevant socioeconomic and environmental policies and actions, where 

appropriate    

 

This commitment and the Principles in the Paris Agreement must guide the 

implementation of all Climate change actions  

 

 

  



Parties must take urgent action to keep the global average temperature to well 

below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the 

temperature increase to 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels based in the IPCC 

report to be released in 2018.  

Noting that climate change is an urgent global concern that waits for no one, 
Indigenous Peoples call on Parties to the UNFCCC to account for this urgency and 
the need for inclusiveness in their consideration of the CMA work program. 
 
 
At this COP, we call on Parties to establish, with our full and effective 
participation and consent, an Indigenous Peoples’ Expert and knowledge-
holder advisory body at the UNFCCC including the subsidiary bodies, to be 
elected by IIPFCC. This body will provide input into all these platforms: 
 
  - Warsaw international mechanism on loss and damage task force  

- Adaptation needs assessments report and communication, to include a 
chapter on Indigenous peoples. 
- Forum on impact of the implementation of response measures.  
- Paris Committee on Capacity Building, which is mandated to undertake 
capacity gaps and needs assessments with an annual thematic focus.  
- to monitor and provide recommendations to UNFCCCs on Safeguard 
information systems and non-carbon benefits. 

 

We request the UNFCCC Secretariat to establish an Indigenous Peoples 

mechanism to provide guidance to the secretariat in the establishment of the 

Indigenous Peoples platform for the exchange of experiences and sharing of best 

practices on mitigation and adaptation in a holistic and integrated manner, 

COP21 Decision 135 (ref: 1/CP.21) 

 
In order to fully benefit from the Indigenous Peoples traditional knowledge, 
support should be provided under the Green Climate Fund modalities, to 
mitigation and adaptation projects proposed and implemented by Indigenous 
Peoples. The GCF should adopt an Indigenous Peoples policy.  

 

In the implementation of the provision of Article 7, paragraph 5, the IIPFCC 
calls for:  
 

- An in-session technical workshop in COP23 on these forms of knowledge 
- The establishment of a platform for Indigenous Peoples to exchange and 
share best practices on mitigation and adaptation to address and respond to 
climate change as called for by the Paris Decision.  
 
 

 



The NDCs must not build on false solutions. NDCs must also include 
commitments to recognize, respect, and promote Indigenous Peoples’ rights as 
well as modalities for reporting on national progress to ensure land tenure and 
concrete measures to control mega drivers.  

 
Parties must ensure the participation of Indigenous Peoples in their NDCs, 
include indicators that recognize our collective rights to lands, territories and 
natural resources, autonomy, self-representation, exercise of customary law, 
non-discrimination and customary  land ownership and us. Public funding 
should be allocated to enable indigenous peoples for the management of 
indigenous territories. 
 
The global stocktake, proposed under the Paris Agreement, must come from 
the ground level and must include Community Based Monitoring and 
Information Systems (CBMIS). The Global Stocktake should also be a review of 
the integration of the cross-cutting principles and obligations of the PA, including 
a dedicated focus on human rights, including Indigenous Peoples’ rights. The 
entire process of developing increased ambition must be carried out in a 
transparent manner.  
 
In the development of further guidance for the SDM , the Parties should learn 
from past and present negative experience with previous mechanisms such as 
CDM.  
 
 
We call further on all Parties to ensure the complementarity and coherence 
of the implementation of the Paris Agreement and the achievement of the 
2030 Development Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals.  

 
 


